BALLPARKS

THE GOOD OLD DAYS
1950-1960
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BY: ANTHONY T. MASTANDREA
/
GRAB A SEAT& HANDOUTS
WITH TICKET/ENJOY!!!
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THBEE BRUUHI.YN DODGERS ON 3™ BASE AT UNE TIME

926 - Dodgers playing Boston Braves (Milwaukee Braves, 1953), then Atlanta Braves
(1996) at Ebbets Field

. Dofgers have bases loaded.
On I* base is Chick Fenster

On 2 base is Dazzy Vance (a pitcher)
On 3" base is Hank DeBerry

Babe Herman hits a ball affthe right Gl DeBerry scores from 3" base. Vance,

on second thinks the ball is going to be caugh;. Holds up, hesitates, then, when he
sees the b_a” is not going to be caug]’mt, he runs to THIRD BASE, turns it, andheads
back to Third Base. Meanwhile, Fenster (who was on !B), is running his ass off, and-
has arrived at 3" base, too. SO WE HAVE TWO MEN ON THIRD BASE
RIGHT NOW, BUT IT GETS WORSE. I

Herman, who hit the ba“, is running with head down like a wild bull and sees nothing
in front of him, slides into third, and knocks his two teammates down. “What the hell

are you dcing here is the cry?"

¢ UG 000" il




e Fenster and Herman are tagged out for a double play.
e So Herman is the only player in the history of baseball who “hits a
double into a double play,” ONLY IN BROOKLYN!!

2 Ebbets Field - Flatbush section of brooklyn. Home of the Brooklyn
% Dodgers.

£ 68 years in Brooklyn. “The Dodgers were a fixture. Brooklyn was not
% Brooklyn without the Dodgers. Last year, 1957. Owner Walter O’ Malley



& HOW WAS IT RESOLVED?

e

Jd

: __;_-ﬁ' in Los Angeles, beginning baseball year, 2026.

® Ebbets Field dimensions
LF 340ft. CF 408ft. RF 315ft.
LCF. 373ft. RCF 365ft

n

Relatively small ballpark. Tremendous “intimacy.” “Wrecking ball, painted white
to look like a gigantic baseball, “knocked down" EF in February 1960. Ebbets Field
Apartments replaced the stadium.

e LF 270. CF 483 ft. RF 254 ft.

Wrecking ball destroyed the park in 1964. Giants 75 years, NYC. 68 In San
~ Francisco. '
% * Polo Grounds low-income apartments today




l

7 7 A\l

I/I
/L [ [ ]

\

/

7 /]

/

]

=l
T ! j

HILDA CHESTER AND HER FAMOUS
COWBELL(NATIONAL BASEBALL HALL OF
. FAME LIBRARY)
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DODGERS

SYM-PHONY BAND
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ROBERT MOSES
POWER BROKER

Almost 30 years as a power broker in NYC.

Triborough Bridge
Throgs Neck Bridge
Whitestone Bridge
Henry Hudson Bridge
Cross Bronx Expressway
Lincoln Center Complex
Jones Beach - the most visited public
beach in the United States

Hundreds of pools, etc.
Intelligent, brilliant, inflexible, arrogant
Appointed by Fiorello LaGuardia
Willam O’Dwyer
Vincent Impelliteteri
Robert Wagner
Nelson Rockefeller

Meeting of two intransigent egos.
Nobody wanted to “intellectually lose”
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eizite THE (CHAVEZ ‘RAVINE (PISODE -
522385 OMEWHAT COMPLICATED
% 28 Bt ‘JHE PODGERS WERE IN BROOKLYN FOR 68 YEARS - 44 AT BBBETS JIELD.

L.@BBETS FIELD IN JFLATBUSH. FARK IS| 5 ROBERT PMOSES, THE MAN WHO WAS AN}

BECOMING  DATED. 35,000 ~ MAXIMUM|  yNELECTED OFFICIAL, CONTROLLED ASS TIRBAN
SAREA CHANGING. * VERY NICE SECTION IN G)UEENS. (MOSES WAS THE
2. PRESIDENT “WALTER €'’MALLEY WANTS THE | RRAINS BEHIND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE

(ry T0 GIVE HIM  LAND IN THE§% <RIBOROUGH BRIDGE, THE “WHITESTONE BRIDGE,
ATLANTIC/FLATBUSH AREA OF BROOKLYN FOR HIS | ' THE JHRGS NECK BRIDGE, THE CROSS BRONX

BALLPARK. “WE CAN WORK OUT A “FINANCIAL | . gXPRESSWAY, THE “WERRAZZANO BRIDGE, AND THE
ggg? : :(‘:'“\ILST Y@ MALLEY. "JHINKING OF A DOMED }  ““GGEST” BEACH OF THE ATLANTIC - JONES
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4. ‘MOSES, BRILLIANT, COMBATIVE, ASSERTIVE, “MY
WAY OR THE HIGHWAY,” ALWAYS GOT HIS WAY,
APPOINTED BY <JIORELLO SAGUARDIA, IN “OFFICE”
~ FOR OVER 30 YEARS. “4OW ABOUT WE GIVE YOUR
JLUSHING ‘MEADOWS.” SAID “‘MOSES TO
©)'MALLEY. ““WE'RE NOT THE QUEEN'S $)ODGERS,”
SAD “WALTER €). ““CWERE THE BROOKLYN
DODGERS.” ${OW IRONIC! (TODAY <JLUSHING
‘MEADOWS, THE HOME OF THE ‘NEW ‘YORK
‘METS.). ‘MOSES KNOWS VERY LITTLE ABOUT
BASEBALL.
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‘[HE (PHAVEZ ‘RAVINE_&PISODE -
OMEWHAT COMPLICATED

‘THE PODGERS WERE IN FBROOKLYN FOR 68 YEARS - 44 AT &BBETS IELD.

f

5. &NTER §0S ANGELES AND (ZHAVEZ ‘RAVINE.
(HAVEZ ‘RAVINE SOME 3 MILES FROM DOWNTOWN
- T0 $0S ANGELES. SITS ON THE HILL. ‘REALLY, A
SLUM AND DILAPIDATED HOUSING. 1,500 ‘MEXICAN
 AMERICANS. PIRT ROADS, PIGS, GOATS, MINIMAL
ELECTRICITY, ETC.
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1 %%a% ‘THE (PHAVEZ ‘RAVINE_&PISODE -

%2387 OMEWHAT COMPLICATED

255858 THE POBGERS WERE IN BROOKLYN FOR 68 YEARS - 44 AT &BBETS <JIELD.
6. 1950 - BEFORE DODGERS THINK] }
OF MOVING THE CITY OF LA AND THE Housmg|  7- REPUBLICANS ARE ELECTED IN £0S ANGELES\
AUTHORITY WANT TO BUILD LOW-INCOME HOUSING IN THE{ ~ MID 50S AND THIS BUSINESS STOPS WE ARE NOT

. AREA - A MASSIVE PLAN - 24 THIRTEEN STORY TOWERS 163§ @ GOING TO BUILD LOW-INCOME HOUSING TOO

LOW RISE BUILDINGS, AND SOME GARDEN APARTMENTS. SOCIALISTIC &)EMS CAME BACK HOWEVER IN THE

48T THE ~ HBLS.  OUWT MEXICAN|  [ATE 505 AND THE PLAN TO REMOVE THE ‘MEXICAN
AMERICANS. SOW BALLED THEM FOR THEIR HOMES. |
ANY “MEXICAN JAMERICAN LEFT - LIKE THE OLD “QKIES’ |  \MCRICANS AND BUILD LOW INCOME HOUSING

MOVING TO (PALIFORNIA DURING THE DEPRESSION. §.A. CONTINUES.
USING POWER OF EMINENT DOMAIN -THE PUBLIC WILL
BENEFIT. ©DEMOCRATIC PARTY LEGISLATION.




St

2580888 T
ZERERL LY

g%%,,% ‘THE (PHAVEZ RAVINE &PISODE -
gEats OMEWHAT COMPLICATED

‘THE PODGERS WERE IN FBROOKLYN FOR 68 YEARS - 44 AT &BBETS IELD.

8. ‘THE INFAMOUS DEAL 1957, €)MALLEY WOULD PURCHASE THE
MINOR LEAGUE CLUB, THE §0S JANGELES ANGELS FROM THE CITY,

AND THEN HE WOULD GIVE THE CITY THE 9 ACRES OF THE LAND 0. MAY 9, 1959, A DAY THAT IS KNOWN AS %LACK

THE ANGELS PLAYED ON. (F COURSE, THE ONES THAT DEAL TR 3
- WENT THROUGH, THERE WOULD BE NO MINOR LEAGUE CLUB ' ‘&RIDAY L JPOLILEFOUS T Ii

CALLED THE §0S SANGELES JANGELS.). IN ADDITION, €)'‘MALLEY {MEXICAN AMERICANS LEFT, MAYBE 100 - 150.
WOULD GIVE THE CITY SOME $13 MILLION FOR 315 ACRES (SOME BULLDOZERS  KNOCKING DOWN  LOW-INCOME
SOURCES MADE 333 ACRES) OF (ZHAVEZ ‘RAVINE. . HOMES.

- ‘THE CITIZENS OF §0S ANGELES HAD TO APPROVE OF THIS IN A |
REFERENDUM. ‘MILLIONS VOTED - APPROVED BY 25,785 ‘YES-
351,683 NO - 325,898 A 51%- 48% APPROVAL. ADIOS, ‘MEXICAN
AMERICANS. “WHAT A VICTORY FOR THE SNEAKY AND
UNDERHANDED  ()MALLEY - (PHAVEZ “RAVINE WITH

’DEVELOPME.NT, QRTH MILLIONS MORE.
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10. PODGER STADIUM OPENS UP IN 1962. ‘THE
THIRD OLDEST STADIUM, AFTER JENWAY ‘PARK,
1912 AND “WRIGLEY <fIELD, 1914. (&BBETS FIELD,
- 1913.). PODGER GSTADIUM WAS BUILT BY PRIVATE
MONEY, MAINLY €)’“MALLEY - NOT PUBLIC MONEY.
Il. THE DODGERS PLAYED IN THE (POLISEUM FOR
FOUR YEARS - 1958 - 1961 - WHILE @ODGER
_STADIUM WAS BEING BUILT. (YOLISEUM A “JOKE”
FOR BASEBALL. SEFT FIELD 250FT. - HAD TO BUILD
HIGH SCREENS, ETC.

i: THE CHAVEZ RAVINE BPISODE -
1t OMEWHAT COMPLICATED

‘THE PODGERS WERE IN FBROOKLYN FOR 68 YEARS - 44 AT &BBETS IELD.

2. O‘MALLEY SAY “ TRIED TO STAY m}
BROOKLYN. SVEN PLAYED GAMES AT ‘ROOSEVELT
STADIUM IN ZERSEY (ITY TO SHOW THAT ¢

- WANTED TO BE IN THIS AREA IS FULL OF

CONTRADICTIONS.

13 THE JOKE ABOUT 9ITLER STALIN AND

©“MALLEY BEING IN THE SAME ROOM WITH YOU.
‘YOU HAVE A GUN WITH TWO BULLETS. “YHAT
WOULD YOU DO? ()'‘MALLEY GETS TWO IN THE
HEAD.” ‘IS THE REPLY.
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14. BBBETS FIELD IS GONE BUT THE SPIRIT OF\
~ 4lILDA (PHESTER. THE PBROOKLYN &YM-PHONY,

__nmmm ]
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FAPPY JELTON'S KNOT-HlOLE GANG, ABBY

STARK’S SIGN IN RIGHT FIELD - “§IT THE SIGN AND
WIN A SUIT.” ‘NOT TOO MANY HIT THE SIGN, WITH
THE “READING RIFLE,” CARL <JURILLO PATROLLING

RIGHT FIELD.
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_@BBETS FIELE"WAS A CENTRAL PART OF THE COMMUNITY. JHE STADIUM FOSTERED STRONG FAN BASE AND
BECAME A CULTURAL LAND-MARK REPRESENTING THE SPIRIT OF %ROOKLYN. BLACKS, WHITES, ‘PUERTO
RICANS, ALL CAME TOGETHER TO ROOT FOR THE PODGERS. NO IVIL ‘RIGHTS LEGISLATION WAS NEEDED
TO FOSTER GOOD WILL. ARGUMENTS WERE “SQUASHED” WHEN YOU FOUND OUT THAT YOUR OPPONENT WAS
A PODGER FAN. MANY OF THE BODGERS LIVE IN BROOKLYN. THEY COULD WALK TO THE BALLPARK. THEY

. WENT OUT AND MARRIED %ROOKLYN GIRLS -ﬂlL ﬁ?lODGES AND NOTABLE EXAMPLE. _AND THE PEOPLE WERE : ® '
R * \ KING JUST A FEW THOUSAND LESS THAN THE PLAYERS. %NS MAKING $7000-$8000 A YEAR -MOST ‘_
: % L-A_(YERS $15,000- $16,000 A YEAR. QACKIE ‘;RQBINSON WAS THE HIGHEST PAID AT $35,000 A YEAR. }\ND “

, ;»YO OULD OFTEN MEET THE PLAYERS IN A CANDY STORE OR IN A _('HORN & %{ARDART” AUTOMATIC , \aﬁ‘“'

e RANT. (TLL TAKE ICED TEA GLASSES FROM NOW ON, TLL TAKE ICE TAKE GLASSES FROM NOW ON...) : sa‘]ayi\; bﬂ;:
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_@BBETS FIELD LIVES TODAY. ‘THERE ARE TOURS FROM THE_&BBETS FIELD APARTMENTS,
NOTING WHERE THINGS USED TO BE. g AM NOT KIDDING. 00K IT UP.

AND WHAT ABOUT THE ‘MEXICAN ‘RESIDENTS OF (PHAVEZ ‘RAVINI?
JROM A ‘MEXICAN AMERICAN WRITER, “IT WAS A HAPPY COMMUNITY WHERE EVERYONE

KNEW AND HELPED EACH OTHER. AT NIGHT THERE WERE LIGHT BONFIRES, AND PEOPLE ‘
GATHERED AROUND AND SANG SONGS. THE HORSES WERE RESTED WITH PLOWS AT THEIR A‘\%

* A ’SIDE, AND THE PEOPLE ADMIRED THE HILLSIDES WHERE WERE SUGAR CANE AND CORN WAS
~ @SPLANTED.” $0, WHEN YOU'RE WATCHING A PODGER GAME, THINK ABOUT IT ALL THIS. 3 o k
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 HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES

CowmM | aaIOny &
" " NICOLA GIULII, Craimman .
4 tay riese st e LLOYD A MABMBUSN BOX JJ31s TERMINAL ANNER

R CHAI AN

TELEPHONE A '
NGELUS 2. 2130 i K. PIBHBURN. JR

1O ANGELLES 34 CALIFORMN]A

MALINIGE SALTA
FEDRGE A, BEAVERE. Jn

ERECUTIVE DIRECTOR
HOWAND L. HOLTIENDORFE

July 2L, 1950

To The Families of The Palo Verde and Chavez Ravine Areas:

This letter is to inform you that a public nousing development will
be built on this location for families of low income., The attached
map shows the property that is going to be used. The house you are
1living in is included.

Within a short time surveyors will be working in your neighborhood.

Later you will be visited by representatives of the Housing Authority,
who will ask you to allow them to inspect your house in order to

estimate its value, Title investigators will also visit you, You should
be sure that any person who comes to your house has proper identification.

It will be several mentns at least before your erty is purchased.
Efter the property 1s bought, Housing Aut.hogw iﬁi Eve you all
possible assistance in finding another home. If you are eligible for
public housing, you will have top priority to move into any o¢f our public

hdusing developments, Later you will have the first chance to move back
into the new Elysian Park Helghts development.

Three offices are being opensd in this area to give you information and
answers to your questions. They are located as follows:

Santo Nino Parochial Hall at 103k Bffie St.,(rear of Church)
San Conrado Mission at 1809 Bouett, (near amador St.)
Tony Visco's old grocery stors at 1035 Iilac Terrace

You are welcome to come in at any time, We will be open day and might
this week, July 2L through July 28, and during the day Saturday, July 29.
Next week we will be open during the day and in the evenings by appoint~
ment. Telephone ANgelus 2-1963 for any information.

fie want to assure you that it is our intention to help you and work with
you in every way possible.

Yours very trulys

¥ /‘"
5?_ P TRy
ko
Mana t Supervisor




Before Dodger Stadium was a legendary baseball venue, it was known as Chavez Ravine.
The area was home to generations of families, most of them Mexican American.




Polo Grounds New Yor
Giants

The original Polo Grounds stood at 110th Street between Fifth Avenue and
Sixth Avenue, directly across 110th Street from the northeast corner of Central
Park. The venue's original purpose was for the sport of polo.



1911- POLO GROUNDS - UPPER M. o s
ST. BENEATH CO0GAN'S BLUFF. (HARLEM RIVER
DRIVE PASS IT TODAY.). POLO GROUNDS
APARTMENTS.
1912 - FENWAY PARK
1913 — EBBETS FIELD
1914 — WRIGLEY FIELD
POLO GROUNDS FALLING APART. PARKING
IMPASSABLE. GIANTS THINKING OF MOVING TO
MINNEAPOLIS. (DODGER TEAM IN ST. PAUL.).
GIANTS LOSING MONEY. ATTENDANCE TERRIBLE.
AVERAGE 8,500 AND 1957.
0’MALLEY TO HORACE STONEHAM, PRESIDENT OF
THE GIANTS.
“LET'S DO A LOS ANGELES SAN FRANCISCO THING.”
CANDLESTICK PARK - THE WORST BASEBALL PARK
<IN THE HISTORY OF THE SPORT. OUT OF HUNTERS
POINT, BORDERING SAN FRANCISCO BA




1. SAN FRANCISCO LEASES LAND TOC GIANTS. STCRY IN
THE STONEHAM SEES AREA EARLY IN THE MORNING -
ON A BEAUTIFUL DAY. NO WIND, NO FOG HIGH
TEMPERATURE.

2. CANDLESTICK PARK BUILT BY THE CITY OF SAN
FRANCISCO. GIANTS GET PARKING RIGHTS, FOR CARS.
3. GIANTS PLAY IN 1958, 1959 IN SEALS STADIUM.

4. CANDLESTICK OPENS UP — 1960. PLAY TO 1999.
5. NEW BALLPARK - DOWNTOWN SAN FRANCISCO - NOT
TOO FAR FROM OAKLAND BAY BRIDGE. STILL WINDY
BUT MUCH BETTER. CALLED ATT BELL PARK,
RENAMED ORACLE.

“RADIANT HEATING SYSTEM” FOR SEATS DIDN'T WORK
“VENLVIDLVICI". BECAME “VENI,VEDI.VEXI” | CAME, I
SAW, | SURVIVED. GIANTS GAVE OUT SURVIVAL PINS
TO THOSE WHO LASTED THROUGH NIGHT GAMES.
1989 WORLD SERIES EARTHQUAKE. 63 PEOPLE DIE.
5:04 PACIFIC COAST TIME. AL MICHAELS TERRIFIC ON

v TV DESCRIBING WHAT WAS HAPPENING.




THE CATCH

Willie Mays made "The Catch" at the Polo Grounds in New York on
September 29, 1954, during Game 1 of the World Series between
the New York Giants and the Cleveland Indians.




POLO GROUNDS IN NEW YORK
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Candlestick Point
State Recreation Area

Bayview
Park
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. CANDLESTICK PARK
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3RD PRIZE

1ST PRIZE

Wheel of Names

Enter names, spin wheel to pick a random winner.
Customize look and feel, save and share wheels.
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NTHONY MASTANDREA
DIRECTOR PRODUCER

SPEAKEK




